ROLE MODEL FOR THE YOUTH

By Daniel Mwansa, Kawama youth treasurer, Kitwe

Sunday 19th October 2008 was a very nice day. I went to Sunday Mass which started around 10hrs. Things went well, the choir sang songs of praise, and the church was overcrowded.

However something interesting happened during the mass and it inspired me a lot, and I hope some other youth were inspired too. It was mission Sunday and the parish priest preached very well, the sermon was very carrying. After the preaching, he invited Br. Ghislain Mbilizi, a Congolese Missionaries of Africa student, to say something to the people.
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He spoke to the people about his vocation, how it started when he was just five years old by love of being a driver. He started his studies in 1989 and in 1996 he started his secondary school in a Jesuits institution. Despite wars in repetition, he kept his dream of becoming a priest. He wondered where and how to serve the Lord. He thought of becoming a Missionary of Africa after an attempt with the Xaverian missionaries. Because of his hard experiences of war, he would like to work for justice and peace and for the youth.

After this short history of his vacation, he renewed his intention to continue his formation within the Society of the Missionaries of Africa before the whole assembly of faithful and the parish priest. He thanked the people for their support to them. The choir executed an appropriate song. I was really touched.
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The Mass continued normally. During the announcements, the parish chairperson took the floor and thanked Br. Ghislain. He challenged the parents to encourage their children to surrender their lives to God and work for him in religious life and to the few youth who were there, he said ‘we will be pleased to hear that you are ready to go and preach the Good News in other countries’.
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This day was wonderful for me and I was encouraged by the whole celebration. I think Br. Ghislain is a model for us Youth. May God continue supporting him.

